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directions, like a flock of sheep upon the grass, as there were
neither tents nor huts to cover them. I viewed our present
situation with sensations and feelings that I cannot express,
surrounded by cannibals who had massacred and devoured
our countrymen. I wondered much at the mysteries of
Providence, and how these things could be. Never did I
behold the blessed advantages of civilization in a more grateful
light than now.'

That visit, dangerous as it seemed, was the first missionary
triumph in New Zealand, for Marsden and his friend per-
suaded the two hostile tribes to abandon their war, and a few
days later, at a conference on board the Active, the rival chiefs
rubbed noses as a sign of reconciliation. Then, later on, a
dramatic scene took place on the seashore, when the first
Christian service was celebrated in the presence of both tribes.
It was Christmas Day, and Marsden preached from the text,
1 Behold, I bring you tidings of great joy/ after singing the Old
Hundredth Psalm, and ' feeling his very soul melt within him.1
The natives told Ruatura that they could not understand what
he meant.

' He replied that they were not to mind that now, for they
would understand by-and-by, and that he would explain my
meaning as far as he could. When I had done preaching he
informed them what I had been talking about. In this
manner the Gospel has been introduced into New Zealand,
and I fervently pray that the glory of it may never depart
from its inhabitants till time shall be no more.1

Samuel Marsden and his fellow-missionaries were not un*
successful in their labours. Many tribes not only adopted
Christianity, but showed their realization of its principles by
making peace with tribes against whom they had long waged
warfare. Then for a time hopes were dashed to the ground
by the treachery and blood-thirsty actions of Hongi, who dis-
obeyed their prohibition of fire-arms, and, as we have seen,
engaged in a warfare more ruthless than any that had ever
been witnessed in New Zealand. But the cessation of this